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ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE CHANGE AND LAND REFORM COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

23rd Meeting, 2017 (Session 5) 
 

Tuesday 19 September 2017 
 
The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the Adam Smith Room (CR5). 
 
1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee will decide whether 

to take items 3, 4, 5 and 6 in private. 
 
2. Scottish Parliament: The Committee will take evidence from— 
 

Sir Paul Grice, Chief Executive, and Victoria Barby, Environmental 
Manager, Scottish Parliament. 
 

3. Scottish Parliament: The Committee will consider evidence heard earlier in the 
meeting. 

 
4. Work programme: The Committee will consider its work programme. 
 
5. Forestry and Land Management (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will consider 

a reporter paper. 
 
6. Draft Climate Change Plan: The Committee will consider its response to 

correspondence from the Scottish Government. 
 
7. Wild Animals in Travelling Circuses (Scotland) Bill (in private): The 

Committee will consider a draft Stage 1 report. 
 
 

Lynn Tullis 
Clerk to the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Room T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
Tel: 0131 348 5240 

Email: ecclr.committee@parliament.scot. 
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The papers for this meeting are as follows— 
 
Agenda Item 2  

Scottish Parliament cover note ECCLR/S5/17/23/1 

PRIVATE PAPER 
 

ECCLR/S5/17/23/2 
(P) 

Agenda Item 4  

PRIVATE PAPER 
 

ECCLR/S5/17/23/3 
(P) 

Agenda Item 5   

PRIVATE PAPER 
 

ECCLR/S5/17/23/4 
(P) 

Agenda item 6  

PRIVATE PAPER 
 

ECCLR/S5/17/23/5 
(P) 

Agenda item 7  

PRIVATE PAPER 
 

ECCLR/S5/17/23/6 
(P) 
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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 
 

23rd Meeting, 2017 (Session 5)  
 

Tuesday 19th September 2017 
 

The Scottish Parliament 
 

Background 
 
Climate Change duties on Scottish public bodies 
1. The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 places a duty on public bodies 
to help contribute to the reduction of carbon emissions, to act sustainably and 
to adapt to a changing climate. All public bodies must also now report to the 
Scottish Government on their climate change work. 

2. The Scottish Parliament, as a public sector body, is required to both 
follow the duties set out in the 2009 and report on its work to reduce its 
carbon footprint. 

Purpose of the session 
3. As the Committee’s remit includes the scrutiny of public bodies work on 
mitigating climate change, it agreed at the beginning of the current Session 
that it should first look at the Scottish Parliament’s work in this area before 
looking at external organisations. The Committee therefore took evidence 
from the Clerk to the Parliament/Chief Executive at its meeting on 
13 September 2016 to both better understand how Parliament is responding 
to the climate change duties placed on public sector bodies and both 
challenges and opportunities this presents. 

4. The Committee subsequently agreed that it would like to receive a 
further update from the Scottish Parliament, approximately one year on, about 
its continuing environmental performance and sustainability work.  

The Scottish Parliament work on climate change 

5. The Scottish Parliament has implemented a programme of action to 
reduce its carbon footprint in order achieve a 42% reduction by 2020 
(compared to 2005/2006 levels). 
 
6. The Scottish Parliament has provided a written submission in advance of 
the session which summarises its work in reducing its carbon footprint. This is 
included in the annexe.  

Clerks 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2009/12/contents
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10515
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Annexe 
 

Scottish Parliament submission to the ECCLR Committee 
 
Introduction 
 
The Scottish Parliament has a vision to become a leader in environmental 
performance best practice, and to embed sustainability into the heart of our 
operations.  
 
The Scottish Parliament has a long term plan to reduce its carbon footprint by 
42% by 2020 as outlined in the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009, and it is 
on track to achieving this, with emissions down 31% on the 2005/06 baseline 
year. 
 
There is a Carbon Management Plan  which sets a seven year programme of 
work and organisational change to reduce the SPCB’s carbon emissions. This 
plan is reviewed and updated to ensure that the target is met. 
 
Annual Environment Reports detailing performance progress are published 
and are publically available. 
 
The SPCB was the first Parliament in the world to achieve the Carbon Trust 
Triple Standard for its continued performance in reducing energy, water and 
waste. 
 
Building users are key to the environmental ambitions of the Scottish 
Parliament and it is important that all those based at the Scottish Parliament 
collectively operate with as little environment impact as possible. 
 
Governance 
 
The Scottish Parliament manages its environmental impacts through its 
Environment and Sustainability Strategy Board, chaired by David McGill, 
Assistant Chief Executive and attended by senior managers from across the 
SPCB as well as an external Board member to provide additional challenge 
and scrutiny. The Board sets targets, reviews performance, agrees on 
projects and reviews compliance for the Parliament.  
 
There is also an employee led programme called the Real Action on Carbon 
Emissions, who run activities such as the book swap and Dr Bike (bike 
maintenance sessions). There is also a champion’s network of employees 
who take the lead on providing environmental information to their offices and 
departments. 
 
Public Sector Organisations 
 
The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 places a number of duties on public 
sector organisations to reduce carbon emissions, to act sustainably and to 
adapt to a changing climate. In 2015/16 the Scottish Parliament took part in 

http://www.parliament.scot/visitandlearn/56311.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/abouttheparliament/46933.aspx
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the Scottish Government Required Reporting of carbon emissions. This was a 
voluntary submission to prepare for when the reporting becomes mandatory in 
2016/17. The Scottish Parliament complies with all the public sector and 
climate change duties, and aims to be a leader amongst the other Scottish 
public sector bodies.  
 
Policy 
 
The Scottish Parliament has an Environmental Policy with a vision to become 
a leader in environmental performance best practice, and to embed 
sustainability into the heart of our operations.  
 
Its aim is to protect the environment by minimising pollution and resource 
consumption, and supporting and encouraging biodiversity. A drive to 
continually improve environmental performance in terms of energy 
consumption and waste minimisation is also included. 
 
The Scottish Parliament Environment objectives are: 
 

 Ensure all  employees, Members of the Scottish Parliament and other 
building users fully understand the contribution they can make to 
improving environmental performance;  

 Mitigate against climate change by measuring and reducing the 
Parliament’s carbon footprint;  

 Adapt for climate change by preparing contingency plans to deal with a 
changing climate, adverse weather conditions and the associated 
impacts;  

 Adopt a strategy for managing the energy consumption of the 
Parliament incorporating energy efficiency, efficient technology and on 
site renewables;  

 Use water efficiently;  

 Safeguard resources by minimising waste and identifying ways to 
reduce, reuse, repair and recycle materials;  

 Purchase in an environmentally responsible manner in line with the 
Responsible Purchasing Policy and Strategy;  

 Reduce the need to travel and develop and promote the use of 
sustainable travel by people working in and visiting the building;  

 Support and encourage biodiversity within the parliamentary grounds; 
and 

 Comply with environmental legislation. 
 

This Environment Policy has been agreed by the SPCB and the Parliament's 
Leadership Group, and is adopted by all those working in and using the 
Parliament. 
 
Progress 
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Energy 
A number of projects to reduce energy consumption have been delivered; 
most recently these projects have including upgrading to LED lighting, 
upgrading the air conditioning systems for server rooms, upgrading the 
software to control the ventilation system more efficiently, installing a 
secondary glazing system into Queensbury House and optimising the building 
management system to control the air handling system.  
 
Waste 
An area of challenge for the Scottish Parliament has been waste production. 
Although the Parliament has a high recycling figure of 89%, reducing the 
amount of waste that is produced is a challenge. There are facilities to recycle 
paper, cardboard, glass, cans and plastic bottles, and food and compostable 
packaging is sent to an anaerobic digester. The remaining waste is 
incinerated. Whilst this is better than it going to landfill, it is still something 
which could be further reduced. 
 
Sustainable Transport 
The Scottish Parliament Sustainable Travel Plan was launched in 2016, 
outlining the plans the SPCB has to encourage sustainable travel for all 
building users. There are great facilities for cyclists including changing rooms 
with a drying cupboard, under cover cycle parking and a cycle maintenance 
unit. There are also electric charging points for electric cars and many 
sustainable travel engagement activities to further encourage staff to travel 
sustainably.  
 
Biodiversity 
Enric Miralles was keen to ensure that the Parliament should reflect 
Scotland’s nature. In May 1998 during the building concept stage he 
remarked: 
 

‘Parliament sits in the land….. Scotland is a land not a series of cities.  
The Parliament should be able to reflect the land in which it represents’ 

 
The Scottish Parliament has a programme to improve the biodiversity across 
the site, there is a long standing partnership with the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Edinburgh to plant wildflowers across the grounds, and this year they have 
bloomed spectacularly. 
 
There are 4 beehives onsite run by a local bee keeper. Any honey produced 
from the hives are sold in the gift shop and the wax is used as part of the 
Great Seal of Scotland on Acts of Parliament. 
 
Future Steps 
 
Progress continues to be made, and the journey towards sustainability could 
be described as a never ending one. Some areas for focus in the future will be 
around the following: 
 

 Installation of more electric charging points; 
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 Survey of building users around their travel patterns and behaviours; 

 Developing an Energy Strategy to outline how carbon targets beyond 
2020 can be met; 

 Increasing efforts to procure in a sustainable way, and looking at more 
service led contracts rather than purchasing goods as a way to 
embrace circular economy thinking; and 

 Take steps towards measuring more of our scope 3 emissions and 
then find ways to reduce them. 

 
Conclusion 
 
The Scottish Parliament continues to make significant progress in reducing its 
environment impacts and meeting climate change targets, and maintains its 
vision to be a leader in sustainability and environmental management.  
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